United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/828,889 


04/10/2001 


Toshio Yagihashi 


Q63958 


7824 



7590 08/10/2007 

SUGHRUE, mion, zinn, macpeak & SEAS 
2100 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20037 



EXAMINER 



SHERR, CRISTINA O 



ART UNIT 



3621 , 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



08/10/2007 



DELIVERY MODE 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/828,889 


Applicant(s) 

YAGIHASHI ET AL 


Examiner 

Cristina Owen Sherr 


Art Unit 

3621 





-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ■• 



Period for Reply 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 and 18-24 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s)> is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-12 and 18-24 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is in response to applicant's amendment filed May 18, 2007. 
Claims 1-17, 19 22-24, and 26 have been amended. Claims 13-17 and 25-27 have 
been withdrawn. Claims 1-12 and 18-24 are currently presented for examination. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Claims 13-17 and 25-27 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable 
generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on May 
18, 2007. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 and 18-24, as amended, have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-12 and 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Robertson et al (US6,594,799). 

5. Regarding claim 1 - 

Robertson discloses a network-based design service system (e.g. fig.1), comprising: 
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a design database server on which a design database, containing information on 
sample circuits, that is stored (e.g. col 6 In 20-35); 

a designer terminal, connected to the design database server via a network, the 
designer terminal comprising inputting means with which a designer can search the 
design database and design a device (e.g. col 7 In 58-64). 

6. Robertson does not specifically disclose an account terminal that transfers a 
payment for utilizing the design database from a bank account of the designer. Note 
however, that Robertson does disclose wherein invoicing and debiting may be done on 
paper or electronically and wherein the supplier may maintain an account at the portal 
or design site, (col 14 In 28-48). It would be obvious, in view of the presence of the 
Internet in both Robertson and the instant application to have a connection to a bank 
account for invoicing and debiting funds. 

7. Regarding claim 2 - 

Robertson discloses a network-based design service system wherein the designer 
terminal is connected to the design database server via the world wide web and the 
designer accesses the design database server via a website, (e.g. col 4 In 64-col 5 In 
19). 

8. Regarding the limitation of claim 3 - 

As above, Robertson does not specifically disclose a network-based design service 
system wherein said account terminal further transfers an employment fee from a bank 
account of a parts vendor to the bank account of the designer upon employment of a 
part by the said-designer. Robertson does not specifically disclose an account terminal 
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that transfers a payment for utilizing the design database from a bank account of the 
designer. Note however, that Robertson does disclose wherein invoicing and debiting 
may be done on paper or electronically and wherein the supplier may maintain an 
account at the portal or design site, (col 14 In 28-48). It would be obvious, in view of the 
presence of the Internet in both Robertson and the instant application to have a 
connection to a bank account for invoicing and debiting funds, including employment 
fees. 

9. Regarding the limitation of claim 4 - 

Robertson does not specifically disclose a network-based design service system 
comprising: means for notifying at least one other designer terminal if problem is found 
in a sample circuit during the design process for the device. Robertson does, however, 
disclose wherein automated user notifications in the event of updates (col 20 In 57-65), 
as well as the use in expert help in the design process in several formats (e.g. col 27 In 
23-48). It would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to thus modify Robertson to 
include the notifications contemplated in the instant claim 4. 

1 0. Regarding claim 5 - 

Robertson discloses a network-based design service system further comprising: means 
for the designer to conducting a price simulation for meeting a target price of the device 
and means for conducting a noise simulation for achieving a required noise proof 
performance, (e.g. col 6 In 37-48). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 6 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claims 4 and 5. 
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1 2. Regarding claim 7 - 

Robertson disclose as discussed above under claim 1 . 

1 3. Regarding claim 8 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 2. 

14. Regarding claim 9 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 3. 

15. Regarding claim 10- 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 4. 

16. Regarding claim 11 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 5. 

17. Regarding claim 12 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 6. 

1 8. Regarding the limitation of claim 1 8 - 

Robertson does not specifically disclose a network-based design service system 
wherein the design database further comprises information on an anti-noise circuit. 
Robertson does, however, disclose generally, providing information on various circuits 
for purposes of design (e.g. abstract). Thus, it would be obvious tone of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide information on antinoise circuits while providing all other information in 
the interest of a more complete service. 

19. Regarding claim 19 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 18 . 

20. Regarding claim 20 - 
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Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 18. 

21 . Regarding claim 21 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 1 . 

22. Regarding claim 22 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 18. 

23. Regarding claim 23 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 18. 

24. Regarding claim 24 - 

Robertson discloses as discussed above under claim 1. 

25. Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may be applied as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the examiner. 

Conclusion 

26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cristina Owen Sherr whose telephone number is 571- 
272-671 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 Monday through 
Friday. 
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27. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew J. Fischer can be reached on 571-272-6779. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

28. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Cristina Owen Sherr 
Patent Examiner, AU 3621 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



